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refreshing tea amid the delight of a cool veranda and beautiful
garden.
Next day we left for Valparaiso, retracing our steps as far
as the junction of Llay-Llay, and then traversing the coast range.
The huge bay of Valparaiso, filled with shipping, is an imposing
sight, and the town climbs picturesquely up the mountains which
surround it; the higher parts are residential, and are reached
by elevators, which are stationed at intervals in the main street,
which runs parallel to the harbour. On the lower level there
are well-built offices of leading firms, shipping lines, and banks,
which give a pleasant sensation of wide interest and touch
with the great world. Nevertheless, Valparaiso is scarcely
as fine a city architecturally as would be expected from its
importance, nor is the hotel accommodation worthy of a first-
class port. Its inhabitants cheerily endorse the opinion of a
visitor who is reported to have said, " There is one word only
for Valparaiso, and that is ' shabby.* " The city has, however,
profited through the rebuilding necessitated by the earthquake,
and the improvement of the harbour and other works were in
progress. The earthquake is still a very present memory; one
resident showed us the spot where one of his servants, escaping
from the house at the same time as himself, was killed by falling
masonry.
We called on Messrs. Williamson & Balfour; the firm have a
financial interest in Easter Island, and it was through their kind
permission that we were visiting it. We saw Mr. Hope-Simpson,
one of the managing partners; his power and expedition filled
us with grateful awe. He sat at the end of a telephone and
appeared to put through in a few minutes all our arrangements,
whether with the Government, shipping, or docks', which would
have taken us many days of weary trudging about the city to
accomplish. I have often thought of that morning when con-
fronted with the appalling delays in public offices at home.
We were introduced by him to Seiior Merlet, the chairman of the
company for the Exploitation of Easter Island, who are the direct
lessees; he had been there himself and was kind enough to give
us all information in his power.
We returned to Talcahuano^by sea as the easiest method.
There were a few more days of preparation, and on Friday,
February I3th, a date subsequently noted by the superstitious;

